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Thank you for your introduction. Our many sincere thanks to the organizers of this
moving event. | thank the audience members and Beate' s good friends who are
here today.
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Beate’s family-—her grandchildren Lara and_Sam, and my husband Roger and | who
are here-—as well as my brother Geoffrey and my daughter Danielle who are in the
US-- thank you all for your deep affection for Beate during her lifetime and beyond.
Beate was a true citizen of the world, but her heart and spirit were always with
Japan and with the Japanese people,
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| want to tell you how Beate worked for the Japanese people right up to her death.
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As you know, having grown up in Japan, Beate, by incredible chance, had the
remarkable opportunity to work on the Japanese Constitution while she was still a
young woman of 22,
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She was the “right person at the right time” to do this, knowing the language
culture and people of Japan intimately as only someone who has grown up in this
country could.
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She contributed to the Japanese Constitution in several ways.
First, having drafted the women’s and civil rights and academic freedom sections.
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Second, having the foresight and familiarity with Tokyo to look for and find foreign
constitutions that she and other staff could use as models for GHQ’s work.
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Third, she worked as an interpreter——the “Only Woman in the Room”--during the
negotiations between the Americans and Japanese on the final version of the
constitution.
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And finally, much later when secrecy was lifted, she worked tirelessly as an advocate
for the Japanese Constitution.
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For more than 30 years Beate did not spoken about her role because it was
classified information, and she feared that the facts that she was younsg, a woman,
and not a lawyer would be used to discredit the Constitution. But | will say that | am
now 58 years old, and | am a lawyer. | say with great pride but also as a professional:
| could not dream of doing as good a job as she did even with almost 40 years of
professional experience. She had something more important than a law degree. She
really knew and loved Japan, and she had the sensitivity and experience to articulate
what was needed.
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In between the late 1940’s and the early1990’s, she had a professional life in the In
the US and devoted herself to international cultural exchange, particularly in
performing arts, working at the Japan Society and the Asia Society. She brought
many performing artists from Japan and Asia to tour in the United States. She
believed that if people of different nations understand each other better, they will be
able to create a sustainable culture of peace. She put Geoffrey and me to work
helping with timing the performers, running the tape-recorder, and preparing
programs. We attended performances of virtually every artist she brought to the U.S.
And now my brother is a playwright and an actor.
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Many people in the United States were profoundly influenced by seeing the
performances of the artists across the spectrum from the traditional Awaji Bunraku,
Bugaku and Kagura to such contemporary artists as Hanayagi Suzushi, Ohno
Kazuo, Eiko and Koma, Sato Somei, and Kazenoko whom Beate brought from
Japan and from more remote countries. She was completely open-minded and
admired all styles and all kinds of art-—as long as it was authentic and first-rate. In
her career, she also worked with many famous artists of Japan including Nagare
Masayuki, Tange Kenzo, Kusama Yayoi, Ono Yoko-- who arranged for Geoffrey and
me to go to a recording session of the Beatles (the greatest day of our lives!)-- and
above all her dear, dear friend Munakata Shiko.
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[t was hard for Beate when she had to retire in1991 from the work at the Asia
Society that she was so dedicated to. But around that time, luckily for her, her role in



drafting the Japanese Constitution became widely known.
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So suddenly after her retirement she had a new career that brought her back often
to her beloved Japan. It gave her a new life and she was thrilled to be active in her
great cause for the Japanese people. She became sought after to speak about the
history of the Constitution and as a public, vigorous advocate for its preservation,
especially the women’s and civil rights and peace clauses. She gave lectures—-the
bigger the audience the better-— wrote a book in Japanese and English, was the
subject of documentaries and even of a play. Every public appearance was joy to

her.
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My mother was a very social person. She loved talking with artists, activists, and
scholars. She always told my father what time she would come home, but she was
always one or two hours late because she could not tear herself away from a
conversation. And he was always furious about it!
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She became ill almost a year ago. She did not talk about her illness even with close
friends. She stayed strong to take care of my father, Lt. Joseph Gordon, who was
chief of the interpreters section at GHQ. It was here in Tokyo in the Dai-ichi building
that they met in 1945. He died at home on August 29, -2012 at the age of 93.
She died also at home at 89, almost exactly four months later, on December 30™, of
pancreatic cancer.
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Earlier in December the Asahi Shimbun had asked her for an interview about the
Japanese Constitution. The paper did not specify at first when the interview should
be. Beate knew that there was talk of amending the Japanese constitution; of
course she believed that the Japanese peace Constitution-—far from being a
document that needs to be changed--should rather serve as a model for all other
countries. She knew she was dying, and she was determined to seize this
opportunity to make her last, strong statement supporting the Japanese Constitution
in a highly public and influential forum.
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She was no longer seeing people or even speaking on the telephone (which she had
always loved to do!). But we arranged an interview to be done by telephone and, if
necessary, in writing via e-mail that | would type for her.
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She dictated two paragraphs to me to read to the reporters in response to questions
the newspaper had posed. This was in case she was too weak to answer the
guestions herself when the time came. | gave her the typewritten paragraphs in the
evening. In the morning | was surprised to see that she was making corrections as
she lay on her side in bed. | did not think she would have the strength any more
even to do that. She was bed-ridden, getting weaker every day.
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Even so, | came into her room on a Tuesday to see that after many days not having
left her bed she was sitting up, dressed to be ready for a telephone interview. But



there was a misunderstanding about the date, and the interview was not scheduled
until Thursday.
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And indeed, by Thursday, she did not even try to get up on the day of the interview.
Although the interview was scheduled for the afternoon, she asked me to place the
call to the newspaper in the morning, because she was afraid she was losing the
physical ability to speak at all. She used her last strength for this interview, to speak
one more time—— emphatically in favor of preserving the Japanese Constitution.
Beate hoped to encourage people in Japan working for Peace.
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This was just 10 days before she died. It was truly her final effort.
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She died knowing that she had done literally everything she could to support the
Japanese people through her work on the Constitution. She had finished her work.
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After she died newspapers and internet sites from all around the world_carried
obituaries describing her work on the Constitution. And in Japan, well over 100
articles have appeared about her since she died. She would have been so happy to
know that in this way she helped the cause of preserving the Japanese Constitution
even after her death. It was more than she could possibly have imagined: and it is
certainly what she would have wished for. As my brother once pointed out, Beate
always exceeded expectations.
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When the U.S. Congress had hearings about new constitutions for lrag and
Afghanistan, Beate was asked to speak about how to incorporate equal rights for
women in those countries. She testified that the drafters of new constitutions should
consult with -the women of Japan, to learn what it means to have women'’s rights
included in a Constitution and the difference that that can make in people’s lives.
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Our family appreciates how deeply you care for Beate’s legacy. We know you will
continue to teach young people about the history of Japan and the history of the
women of Japan so that Japanese people of many generations will continue to
protect women'’s rights and human civil rights and to work for peace.
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When Geoffrey and | thought about the best way to honor Beate’'s memory, we
decided that we should ask people, rather than sending flowers, to send support to
the Article O Association and work for peace.
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| brought Beate’s ashes to Japan so that a part of her, like her heart and spirit
during her life, will always be in Japan--with a view of Fuji-san.
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Arigatou gozaimashita. (D NEDS TXNEULR)
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Tokyo



